'90      INFLUENCE OF ISLAM ON INDIAN CULTURE
in the Ganges, pilgrimages to Comorin, chanting of the Vedas,
study of the Sastras, asceticism, penance and fasts, will not
eventually avail.10
" Release is theirs, and theirs alone, who call
In every place upon the Lord of all."11
Appar's Siva is not a crude anthropomorphic conception
but the being which dwells in all. " He is ever hard to find, but
He lives in the thought of the good. He is the innermost secret
of scripture, inscrutable, unknowable. He is honey and milk
and the shining light. He is the King of the Devas,
Immanent in Kfsrztt, in Brahma, in flame and in wind,
Yea, in the mighty sounding sea and in the mountains/'12
Sunderamurti13 the third of the joint authors of the Devdram,
was a Brahmin. He was born in the South Arcot District and
lived in the eighth or ninth century. He was not rigid in his
adherence to caste principles, for although he married twice,
neither of his wives was a Brahmin. He was probably the last
of the Adiydrs, for he has sung the praises of his sixty-two
predecessors. The dread of death and faith in ultimate deli-
verance inform many of his hymns.
The young saint refuge sought from Death;
To save him, Thou grim Death didst slay,
Such deeds thy might accomplished!.
And I who have beheld them pray,
** O Father, should dread Yama press
On me, forbid Him.    'Tis my slave ' ;
Do Thou in green Pungur confess.
I've reached Thy foot,  and Thou canst save/*14
10 Kingsbury and Phillips:  Op. cit., p. 57.
11  Ibid., p. 57.
12  Ibid., p. 65.
13  Ibid.
14 Ibid., p. 79.